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O's in ESSES.
Overheard at the Hut:- Clive VWeb on seceing Ernie in
recumbant posture,. "Theres a vacancy for him beside Lenin in
the Red Square"., :

Wle regret to have lost Dez Hadlum as a member of the club.
He has been invited to join the Alpine Climbing Broup. No doubt
he fecls unable to “ivide his loyaltics. He hopes that although
no longer an Oread hc will continuc to share the company of his many
fricnds in the club when out on thce hills.

We arc sorry to losc a fine young climbcr  from our midst -~ but
arc plcascd that we may still count him as a fricnd,

We were astonished that (to the best of our knowledge) all
Orcads bound up with that large firm centred in Derby (the name of -
which cscapcs us for the moment) contrived to avoid the swinging
chop of the reccent rcdundancics. \le arc still astonishecd!

Our Climbing chemist/bard - Jim Kcrshaw has changcd his
addrcss to "Snowdon Vicw", He managed to get on the VWelsh Valk
complcte with fishing rod. .
Gecoff Gibson was on the rocks in Walcs rccently. Your cditor |
was there to greet him (by accident) and is plecascd to rcport that
he is in fine fettle, still wcars nailed boots and a cheecky grin. f

. Hc has evidently 7decided to scratch a scven year itch bececause it is
_as long as thet since he last set foot on rock. Geoff lcft an ;

indelible .mark on the club and somchow I feel if hé were cut in two
likec a stick of rock, you would sce the nnmc Orcad =all the way through

I ~m still trying to sort out the many conflicting (bad choice
of word therejrcports of the Wwlsh Welk. Meanwhile I can say that .
a good time was had by a number of Oreads at Btanage on the same day.
Two"Welsh VWalk Wicdows" wcre therc and several othcrs who cither
(a) Shurkea it (b) had to work on Saturday (¢) Couldn't walk



(7) Only scecurc? = 24 hour p=ss or (¢) Just preffercd Stanage.
We will recport lator,.
Mcrenwhilc "watch your runncrs®

J R T Urner.

Applications for mcmbership.

Applications for mcmbership have beasn rcceived from the following.
John Tim Ward, "Yoodsido", Macclesfield Road, Vhaley Bridge
Vie Stockport.

Proposcd C. Hooley Secondcd L. Burns.

Rodancy Craddock. 27, Templcoak Drive, Wollaton, Notts.

Proposcd. G. Gndsby. Scconded, V. Smith,

Memberse arc rcqucested to write to the Hon. Secretary as to any
epplicrnts suitability for membership.

There is still a scrious lack of news and articles for this
Newslctter. Meot lceders are forgetting to send in a report of
their meets, and it is these rcports that this rag rclices upon.

No article of mountainccering intercst will bc refusced, so send your
contributions to: Roger Turncr 18, Holcombc Avcnue, Chilwell
Notts. or to Geoff Haycs, L, Elm ﬁvenuc,'Beoston Notts, or give
them to Geoff in the"Bell".

A leng lost letter sent to Pettigrew from Malcolm McCerthy has
just comc to lighte L% thé tind 6f writing (carly in the year)
Malcolm was Stationcd near Belfast after a tour of the zlobe. :
Climbing with Dave Hourne (Rock 2nd Heather) 2nd two .L.NM... members
he has spent many weck cnds on the Mournes; and says the I.M.C.
welcome him with open arrs - to their hut .

Malcolm is soon to be dcmobed And will fin? a welcome from his
many fricnds in thc club.

STOP PRESS:: PETE JLNES FAILED ON THE WELSH VALK THIS YCAR. =~ In fect
he , Handley, and Fred illen did not even move out of the bivvy spot
on Saturday morning. Morc ncws in the next edition.
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ELSTER MEET IN GL&ICOE 1962. GEOFF HLYES,

Well it was the first time I can remember having s Brnk Holidey in
Scotland and not using the sorocn'wipors on the van at alll
Llthough at first the weather looked =s though it would lct us down
it improved ns the days went by and the fortunate 14 who were on the
mcet certainly made the most of it.

After ~ good jurncy North, Friday was overcast. Thosc with
skics - Margarct Dorecn Gordon Welley and mysclf went up to the ski

' slopcs of the Black Mount. The others - Eric, Brian, Jamcs, Rodney
and Paul spent the day on the Bidean ridges.

The .isherofts and Pettigrews arrived later and Bob and Jack
joincd us on the Loenach Eagach on Saturday. Bob and Jack certainly
stuck together all the time mainly I should think for a bit of moral
support beccause comments such =2s,"First time I've seen Pettigrew on
a mountain in ycers" and "Have you noticed how fat Ashcroft is
getting these day & 2" were thé order for the week end.

More ski-ing on Sunday,an@ another group on Bidian - after the
Saturday night hop in Glencoc that is.

Monday,for Eric at lcast,was a hard day. He did the ionach Eagach
yur golo before breakfast ~nd then joincd the rest of us on the
Beinn a Bheithir ridges. The ridge of Beinn a Bheithir comprising
the summits of Sgorr Dhearg,Sgorr Dhonuill (both good 3000 footers)
end Creag Chorm, is a good days outing in Vinter., Nonc of us had secn
this group before, so with ideal weather we had a recally finec. day.
Lo Even Pettigrew and isheroft who only managed to stagger up one of the
‘ penks seomed to enjoy it. I nust ndmit that they werc slightly
{ hampered by carring two tins of Tango Orrangc up to the Snow line.
It wns indecd difficult to get any of this drink:fromPettigrew, but
Margarct saved the day although shec had elmost to give the ultimate
(See Lscrofts photographs) to get us a swallow cach.

)ers

Tuesday wrs =2 short day 2s most of us had to return by late
afternoon, so 2 group went up the lost valley ~nnd others had a2 look
at Ossians Cave on 4onach Dubh, The two from the Himal~aya had the
day on the 'Buachaille',

L most enjoyable neet.
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IN MEMORIAM
J. G, THOMPSON  (died in hospital 2nd April )
1962

I first met Geoff Thompson when we were both at Nottingham
High School in the mineteen thirtics,but Geoff was a few years
senior to me, and it was not until some years later that I came to
know him well. Already before the war, Geoff was an active
climber. Then came the long interruption of wars service, after
which Geoff returncd to Nottingham University to take his degree,
and whilst there was largely respoansible for the resurgence of
the N.U.M.C., of which he became president. In the immediate
post war ycars Geoff was to be found almost every week cend
climbing, walking or caving in the Pesk, and sometimes further
afields It was during this period that I came to know Geoff well.
We both joined the Climbers' Club about the same time, and frequently
stayed at Helyg together, I came to rcgard Geoff as an ideal
companion, whom trying circumstances could ncver fluster. He was
moreover, one of the safest climbers I havec ever met. He always
gave the impression of climbing economically, with no misplaced

effort, and always with plenty in reserve. Geoff visited cither 1
Norway or the Alps for many successive years, and accumulatcd ;
an impressive list of Alpinc ascents, covering a very wide arca 0]
the Silvretta, Dolomites, Bernina, Oberiand, Zecrmatt and Chamonix tl
districts.
About 1952 Geoff met somec mcmbers of the Oread, and so
rapidly did he beccome a familiar well liked figuar on Orcad mects | 3¢
that it was with somc surprisc in late 1953 that it was rcaliscd t th
that hc had not actually becen made a member; this omission was wa,
quickly put right. 'D
In addition to his mountaincering activitics, Gecoff playcd
a most important and valuable role in Orcad history during the
the years 1955/8 when the club was in process of first renting
Bryn-y-Wern, then losing this and buying Tan-y-VWyddfa. These FOR

transactions involved the committec in meny thorny legal and |
financial problcms. I was precsident for a good part of this time
and T know how those of us on the committee came to rely implicitly
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on Geoff's advice on these problems. He saved us from morc than
onc blunder and never let us down; he also took on the thankless

tagk of auditing the Club's accounts.
It is sad to be writing the first obituary notice to appear in

an Oread Ncws Letter. Geoff will be missed by many pcople, by all
his fricnds in the €lub and most gricvously by his Wifc Barbara and
their young twins, to whom we cxtend our decpest sympathy

P.R,EALENER,

A FEW WORDS FROM YOUR HUT WARDEN FOR 1962

Speaking on bechalf of the Hut Sub Committee and myself, I would
like to make a fow points about Tans y- Wyddfa. We do not like a
lot of rules concerning the running of a club hut but there is an odd
rule here and therc which, if adhercd to, makes it possible for thosc
responsible to run the hut cfficcntly. Therefore I would ask club
members who usc the hut to give their support by remembering to leave
the hut clcan and tidy on their departure from its portals.

Also it is most csscntial that the refuse bins are placed in the
lanc by the recar gate on-Friday night for collcction early Saturday
norning. If you think §ou can bc up carlier than the rcfusc collcctors
on Saturday rmorning and remember in your semi-concious state to put
the bins out, think again, it has not becn done yct.

I fool that it is worth mentioning that visiting clubs always
seem to sct an cxamplc in hut proccdurc and it is reather sad to think
that oncs own club members use their owa hut in such an irrcsponsible
way . Fortunatecly thesc members arc in the minority.

'Don’'t forget it is your hut'. '
C. HOOLEY.
HUT 'VARDEN.

FOR SaLEseaeess Skic Boots Size 8 £2.10.0 . Sec Ernic Phillips.




FOUR OREADS IN OSTERREICH PAUL G.RDINER
It was Ron. and les. who started it. LAs I remember it was

Lugust; it was hot; sudlenly there was & rattle like a tin of
nails and the Langworthy Porsche stopped outside . "Where arc
you going ski-ing this wintcr?"

I awoke from my armchair an” tolf Betty shc coul? stop mixing
concrcte., Much Aiscussion cnsucd; Norwey was proposed, thcen Aroppe?,
"Losec two days ski-ing uc to length of journcy", said ILes. Hearls
Aown again.

"How about this"; Bctty locking at highly coloure? brochure
"Ischgl in 4Lustria". "No, too low, Philips says theyr'c picking
flowers therc in February". Of coursc it was not long before we
had ground it down to simply a matter of £.s.7; Can't go before
the cn? of Feb.so we must go fairly high up.

Feverish scarch for highest resort, cheapest pricc, best
uphill transport. Finally we picke? on Scrfous at 4,700ft. and
were pleased to note that the place offere? a cablc car lift of
1,700ft in 7 minutes.

February 24th finally came 2n? wc went by car to Rickmousworth
to stay the night with Bcttys, folks. Ve decided to put the skis
in the lcft luggrge coffice at the station over Satur’ay night and
collcet them whon we caught the train to Vietoria at 7-45 the
following mmorning. Lt T-44m.me with thc soung of the train
approoching wc were still kicking at the door of the luggage office
in an effort to retrieve the skis. It appeared that the clerk was
still «in bed, but we finnlly got Dr. Beechings men to pull =11 the
stops out =nd mpdc the train with no’ time to spare nnd one hnnAd
reaching for the "Brongo’.

We got to Dover in good orler, were first on the boat and ‘
grabbe” the warmest seats. The crossing was fairly rough but we
all reache” Calaig with breskfessts intact apart from Les. who
had to rush for thc side when the boat went into reverse.

Grrived in Serfours at 9.0.a.m.on Monday, troughed a quick
bresakfast and were buying.ski-school tickets by 10 m.m. First come
the tcsts to “cterminc oncs cepabilitiesy this entailed hurling
oncsclf down 2 considerablc slope
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whilst 30 ski instructors loocke? on and laugheAd, Ron, Betty and
I ended up in the s=me c¢lnss vhilst Ies. was away with 'Hubert' to
practicc parmllcl turns. Betty got prormotel the next “ay to a
higher class an" so w2 spent the first weck, gradumlly getting our
shi lcgs.

The highlight of the week wes, undoubtedly, our mectingwith
a monecye” gent, a member of the rcvercnd C.C. who had never ever
heardl of, let alone mct, R.G.Pcttigrew!

On the mid“le Saturi~sy we ascende”? on skins for 2 or 3 hours 1
in a howling blizzard, froze ounr fingers taking the “amn things off
again an7 then skic? Aown on 2lternating patches of powler snow
ani win? driven hummocks. This was the kind of “ay that I prefer
to forget quickly.

For tho second weck Ron, Betty and Les. left the ski school
to %0 some short tours whilst I remaninc? in clmss for some more
"ubung" . On onc tour Les. reache? the Purgler Joch after
e, long climb.

The night 1ife pickeAd up ‘uring the secon? week and onc
evening ws saw an cXxtremly goo? bit of "schuplatten". Fri‘ay came
all too soon 2nd with it the visitors sl=alom race in which we
AiA nothing for Orez” prestige and afterwords hel? long inquests
casting “oubt.on the starter, the time keeper, the snow, the winAd
an? the coursc. ‘

On Saturiay we malc our departure; of course the Landeck 'bus
didn't tum up ~2nd we had to do some bulldozing to get on somcone
elses vchicle. However, the remainder of the Journcy was without
incident and we duly raturned to the dsmp, grey March cold of Dover
with 1/6d4 ~nd 5 grochen betweecn us.

It was subsequently revealed that, according to the 'Tatler!

Sefaurs is the place to go this ycar,

FOR Si4LE.+ev... 1 Pair of Skics almost new complete with sticks
£9. 0. 0O+ BSec John Velhournc if interestcd.



SGURR NaAN GILLEAN

GORDON J. GiDSBY.

Barly in the morning mist

We climbed thc mountains breast

find later in the aftcrnoon

Had geincd its Summit crcost

ie stood aloft and gazcd in awc

4t the scenc now sprcad beforc us

The beauty and the splcndour

Of the mountains scemecd to draw us
From Sligachen to Broadford Bay
Strectehed the Red Hills brown and barc
While to the West the Cuillins lay
Reigned o'cr by .4laisdair .

With carcful stcps we wandcrced on

Fast Bhagtcir's Tooth cncloscd in nist
Then we screc covered slopcs dcscended
While mountain tops with cloud werc kissed.

Don't forget the Skye mect at Whitsun!

l n%.
| Stanyege Meet - Doreon Gadsbys Of coursey ® I'M femininc during
® the wocg’ﬁnd at wecek cnds, You ask Geoff He's . scen it",

¥ "Clachkaiz Gully does not interest me". Jack isheroft Gleocacoe 1962.

f"I can't imaginc UallyLas'mcchﬂnically minded , he looks as though
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' he scrves bchind the counter =% Burtons."

Lfter leaving his Icc Lxe At homec last ycar when going to Nevis
for the Easter mcct,mmd not to mention the CRAMPONS episode in the
Himalaya, dsheroft did it agein in Glencoc on the Easter mect

when he and Pettigrew had becn driven to the foot of the crag

by their wives (who soon drove off sgain)leaving thesc two hardeses men

wmee2 by the road)nﬂﬁs&both thinking tho other hnd the ropo)whon all

the time it was in the boot of. the.cale
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